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seen a sugar factory, and although he was a talented architect and 
builder he was not an engineer. He had no background in machinery 
design or chemical process operations. He was given a field piled with 
fifty-odd wagonloads of machinery, John Taylor's notes, and Brig- 
ham's blessing. Angell was aware of the challenge and of his limita- 
tions. His journal for this period recounts the effort and his concern for 
the quality of the work.'” 

The actual construction of the factory building was probably 
under the direction of A. O. Smoot, the first bishop of the Sugar House 
Ward. A record listing those laboring on the Sugar Works building was 
kept by Joseph Vernon who was apparently working as clerk to Bishop 
Smoot.!* It is logical to assume that a church public works project such 


'Angell Journal, May 23, 25, 27, 1853. 


!#Joseph V. Vernon, “Account Book of Sugar Works" in Margaret T. M. Smoot Journal, 
holograph, HDC. Margaret, a wife of Bishop Smoot, used the remainder of the account book for her 
journal. 
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as this would have been under the immediate direction of the bishop of 
the local ward. 

Following the church takeover some of the original DMC person- 
nel left the venture. The exact number is not clear, but it is certain that 
John Taylor and Philip DeLaMare both left at this time and very little 
is subsequently said about Henry Mollenhauer. Their absence would 
have been critical as they were the only people in Utah who had 
actually visited a sugar beet processing factory. John Bollwinkle was 
the only original sugar worker of record when the Sugar House factory 
was operating. His experience, so far as can be determined, was in 
Liverpool sugar factories. Prior to 1868 the English sugar industry was 
exclusively engaged in cane sugar refining, so it is doubtful that he had 
any experience with sugar beet processing.!? 

John Taylor's notes are reasonably complete and accurate.? A 
few details are sketchy and a number of terms are not fully explained, 
but the essential information required to successfully process sugar 
beets is present. To one who had not seen the equipment in operation 
the information could have been somewhat confusing, however. 

The English engineer Joseph Vernon was also working on the 
project. His skills appear to have been more with fabrication than oper- 
ation. His recorded efforts are in the area of the actual factory building 
construction. Not too much is known about Vernon himself other than 
that he was reputed to have worked for Faucett Preston, joining the 
DMC and the church in Liverpool. The language of a talk he gave a 
few year's later indicates that he was fairly well educated. He traveled 
with John Taylor to Utah and was involved with the sugar project to 
the last, operating the factory with Henry Wilde its final season. 
Vernon later moved to Hawaii where he subsequently died.?: 


THE SUGAR HOUSE FACTORY 


Delays plagued the project. Other church construction projects 
such as the Salt Lake Temple competed for men and materials. 


19 Mollenhauer is somewhat of a mystery figure. Very little is recorded about him. The only place 
his first name has been found is on receipts for funds drawn from the DMC in 1851 (DMC Papers). He 
was apparently a figure of authority as all of the contemporary records refer to him as Mr. (or Bro.) 
Mollennauer. As noted above, he apparently did not travel to Utah with any of the other DMC groups 
He did leave his family behind in Liverpool (DMC meeting, March 17, 1853). Mollenhauer seems to 
have left Utah before 1855 as no mention is made of him during the Sugar House operating period. For 
Bollwinkle see Sugar Factory Journal, DMC Papers; Michael Foy, The Sugar Industry in Ireland (Dublin: 
Irish Sugar Company, 1976), p. 30. 

20 Holograph, DMC Papel 

2: Deseret News, March 2 
(Salt Lake City, 1913), p. 122 


ovember 26, 1856; Frank Esshom, Pioneers and Prominent Men of Utah 
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builder he was not an engineer. He had no background in machinery 
design or chemical process operations. He was given a field piled with 
fifty-odd wagonloads of machinery, John Taylor's notes, and Brig- 
ham's blessing. Angell was aware of the challenge and of his limita- 
tions. His journal for this period recounts the effort and his concern for 
the quality of the work.!” 

The actual construction of the factory building was probably 
under the direction of A. O. Smoot, the first bishop of the Sugar House 
Ward. A record listing those laboring on the Sugar Works building was 
kept by Joseph Vernon who was apparently working as clerk to Bishop 
Smoot.'? It is logical to assume that a church public works project such 
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as this would have been under the immediate direction of the bishop of 
the local ward. 

Following the church takeover some of the original DMC person- 
nel left the venture. The exact number is not clear, but it is certain that 
John Taylor and Philip DeLaMare both left at this time and very little 
is subsequently said about Henry Mollenhauer. Their absence would 
have been critical as they were the only people in Utah who had 
actually visited a sugar beet processing factory. John Bollwinkle was 
the only original sugar worker of record when the Sugar House factory 
was operating. His experience, so far as can be determined, was in 
Liverpool sugar factories. Prior to 1868 the English sugar industry was 
exclusively engaged in cane sugar refining, so it is doubtful that he had 
any experience with sugar beet processing.'? 

John Taylor's notes are reasonably complete and accurate. A 
few details are sketchy and a number of terms are not fully explained, 
but the essential information required to successfully process sugar 
beets is present. To one who had not seen the equipment in operation 
the information could have been somewhat confusing, however. 

The English engineer Joseph Vernon was also working on the 
project. His skills appear to have been more with fabrication than oper- 
ation. His recorded efforts are in the area of the actual factory building 
construction. Not too much is known about Vernon himself other than 
that he was reputed to have worked for Faucett Preston, joining the 
DMC and the church in Liverpool. The language of a talk he gave a 
few year's later indicates that he was fairly well educated. He traveled 
with John Taylor to Utah and was involved with the sugar project to 
the last, operating the factory with Henry Wilde its final season. 
Vernon later moved to Hawaii where he subsequently died.?! 
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Delays plagued the project. Other church construction projects 
such as the Salt Lake Temple competed for men and materials. 


19 Mollenhauer is somewhat of a mystery figure. Very little is recorded about him. The only place 
his first name has been found is on receipts for funds drawn from the DMC in 1851 (DMC Papers). He 
was apparently a figure of authority as all of the contemporary records refer to him as Mr. (or Bro.) 
Mollenhauer. As noted above, he apparently did not travel to Utah with any of the other DMC groups 
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Irish Sugar Company, 1976), p. 30. 

20 Holograph, DMC Papers. 
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